
 

 

 

Sunrise Biscuits – Wesley Lee Hight   

WHEREAS, Wesley Lee Hight was born and raised in Henderson in 1960, and left home  to 
attend East Carolina University; and    

WHEREAS, Lee Hight came back to the area in 1981 and started his work career at The  

Skateeum and Carolina Lanes, before moving onto Rose’s Stores in 1984; and   

WHEREAS, 2 fraternity brothers opened the first Sunrise Biscuit Kitchen in 1977 in   
Henderson, NC, the second in Louisburg in 1978, and the third in Oxford in 1981; and    

WHEREAS, Sunrise Biscuits in Oxford was a quick success, operating from 5:30am –   

1:30pm seven days a week, selling the tastiest biscuits and fillings around, whereupon Lee  

Hight took the opportunity to purchase the business in 1998; and   

WHEREAS, Sunrise Biscuits was so popular that convenience stores approached Lee to   

ask for their own early morning allotment of biscuits which served as a drawing card   

for them and a way to advertise for Lee Hight; and   

WHEREAS, for 10 – 12 years, Sunrise Biscuit staff started their days earlier than usual   
in order to service 8 convenience stores before opening the doors to serve 200 – 300   
people per day, at least 50% of them repeat customers, and many coming in seven days a week; 

and   

WHEREAS, Lee Hight maintains that the employees are the ones who made the business,  

especially Cora Witt, Dorothy Gibbs, and Shirley Matthews; and    

WHEREAS, Sunrise Biscuits in Oxford was THE PLACE to go for many visiting from out of 

town (including my own son), and was mentioned in Our State Magazine not once but  twice; 

and   

WHEREAS, the best thing about operating Sunrise Biscuits for Lee was meeting all the   

people in Oxford, and beyond, some who were such regulars that their biscuits were   

prepared for them without being ordered;     

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jacqueline vdH Sergent, Mayor of the City of Oxford, along with the 

Oxford Board of Commissioners, do hereby recognize Lee Hight and his staff for  

making it look easy to operate a consistently popular dining spot non-stop, 7 days a week for 22 

years, serving 1.6 – 2.4 MILLION customers over that time-period, and making  

everyone happy while they did so. We thank you, we celebrate you, and we miss you!   

May your road be smooth and the wind ever at your back.   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of Oxford  
NC, to be affixed this the 8th day of June 2021.   

 

 

 

 

                                                    
Jacqueline vdH Sergent ~ Mayor, City of Oxford  

 


